
 

 

The Insurrection Act, prior to passage of the National Defense Authorization Act, served the nation 
well as an extraordinary remedy that allowed the President to take control of the Guard in the most rare 
and exceptional of cases. Despite the role of governors as commander-in-chief of the Guard in their 
states, Section 1076 of the National Defense Authorization Act was drafted without consultation with 
governors and without full discussion or debate regarding the ramifications of such a change on 
domestic emergency response. We urge Congress to repeal the provision in Section 1076 of the Act 
and open a dialogue with governors regarding how to best enhance the effectiveness of the Guard in 
responding to domestic disasters and emergencies. 
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